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THE FULL SOCIAL GOSPEL 

Strictly speaking, there is but one gospel and that is neither 
social nor individual and is always "full." It is the good tidings of 
God's saving power revealed in and through Jesus Christ. But 
speaking of the social gospel in the usual sense of the word, as the 
application of this message to social conditions, we wish to empha- 
size the fact that this is more than mere humanitarianism. To be 
like Jesus is to be something more than a mere reformer, or even 
to administer to one's fellows. No man may be a follower of Jesus 
without such characteristics, but to be truly like him one must add 
to these interests something much more fundamental. He must 
believe in God. 

The motive which led Jesus to serve his fellows was not merely 
a sense of their need. That sense of need stirred the heart of the 
Shepherd of Lost Sheep, but it was not his ultimate motive. Jesus 
served humanity because God had empowered him to feed the hun- 
gry, release the captive, and preach the gospel to the poor. His 
social activity was the expression of the spirit of God. To deny 
this was to be in danger of an eternal sin. His deeds were brotherly 
because he was filial. He was the Son of Man because he was the 
Son of God. His activity, whether of word or of act, was the pro- 
jection of this inward quality of life into human society. 

To be like Jesus is not merely to perform acts like those he per- 
formed. It is to have those acts flowing from a religious conscious- 
ness of the divine life. An act which does not express immediate 
love, which in any sense expresses the desire for revenge, or is 
insistent upon one's own rights rather than the rights of others, is 
not like Jesus. It can be no higher than the moral life which it 
expresses; and, on the other hand, a life that purports to have the 
spirit of Jesus and fails to bear the fruitage of service to one's fellows, 
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and sacrifice in their behalf, is unlike Jesus. An act must be a sort 
of sacrifice — an expression of an inward desire — and the inward 
desire and motive must propel the activity into concrete deeds. 
To maintain this integrity of life is always difficult. It is easy to 
standardize our morality in terms of that which is conventional; 
and just as easy is it to maintain a contemplative selfishness which 
makes one's entire religious life hardly more than a monologue. 

To be like Jesus is not only to do people good; it is to be good in 
doing good — to have spiritual life born of fellowship with God 
express itself in kindliness toward others. It is to be the brother of 
one's kind, because all are children of one God. 

There is courage and hope in this sort of life because it is in 
harmony with God's life. To seek to do justice rather than to get 
justice — that is the heart of Christian ethics. That God himself 
gives justice and will aid those who live a vicarious life to make 
that life ever more effective as a basis of social life — that is the 
heart of the gospel. 

The Christian ideal and the revelation of the power upon which 
an ideal may be based — that is the full social gospel. 



